MAHATMA RAMAUNGA^.

of the Divine, kept him soaring high above
mundane thoughts in an ethereal atmos-
phere of holiness, when his mother and
relatives tried to pull him down to the
yoke of wedlock. His freedom refused the
bondage, plainly reminding them that he
was meant purely for the path of holiness
and had not the least inclination for family
life. The importunate and learned elder
brother persuaded him to follow the exam-
ple of his hero Jnanasambanda, who did
consent to his fathers entreaties to marry.
" Everything goes by His will! Do then
your 'pleasure. Let me witness even that
play of His in my life." So he yielded
verbally, completely detached in his heart.
The desire of the relatives was fulfilled;

but what did Ramalinga do on the nuptial
night? He was steeped in the study of
Tiruvachakam a holy book of h3^mns
addressed to Shiva^ and his mind was far
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